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Conversation 
with the EPO 

and the USPTO

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION 
PRESENTS

Earn 7.25 

Hours MCLE Credit

Conversation with the EPO and the USPTO
Tuesday, June 2, 2015  •  Santa Clara, CA

Bar Number: ________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Firm: ________________________________________________________________________

Firm Address: ________________________________________________________________

City, State:_____________________________________________ Zip Code: ___________

Phone Number: _________________________ Fax Number: _______________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

   Check here if you do not want your information released.
Program package includes 7.25 hours of MCLE credit and program materials, continental 
breakfast, lunch, and final reception.

PRE-REGISTRATION FEES (check the appropriate circle)
o $230  Members of the State Bar of California Intellectual Property Law 

Section

o $325  Non-members of the State Bar of California Intellectual Property 
Law Section (2015 Section membership included)

o $80  Students 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED OR TO BE CHARGED                 $____________

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION (VISA/MasterCard Only)
I authorize the State Bar of California to charge my program registration to my 
VISA/MasterCard account. (No other credit card will be accepted.)

Account Number: ___________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature: ______________________________________________________

Deadline:  In order to pre-register, your form and check, payable to 
The State Bar of California, or credit card information, must 
be received by Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

Register Online: http://ipsection.calbar.ca.gov

Mail To:  Program Registrations, The State Bar of California, 
180 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105. 

Fax To:   Program Registration at 415-538-2368. In order to fax your 
registration, credit card information is MANDATORY. 
(Photocopies of checks will NOT be accepted.)

(Required for email confirmation)

(Visa or MasterCard only)

The State Bar of California and the IP Section are approved State Bar of California MCLE providers.

Note: One registrant per form. Photocopies may be used.

REGISTRATION FORM
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DEADLINES: Pre-register by Tuesday, May 26, 2015

PRE-REGISTRATION BY MAIL
Your registration must be received no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015. 
Please send your completed registration form and check payable to 
The State Bar of California:

Program Registrations
180 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA  94105-1639

REGISTRATION BY FAX:
Fax to program registrations at (415)538-2368. Visa/MasterCard only. 
Credit card information is mandatory.

ON-SITE:  
On-site registration opens at 8:00 a.m. and will be on a space available 
basis. Call to confirm space availability.
CANCELLATIONS/REFUND POLICY: 
Cancellations and requests for refunds must be received in writing 
no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015 and are subject to a $25 service 
charge. Substitutes registrants are allowed, but must register in their 
own name
MCLE CREDIT
The Intellectual Property Law Section of The State Bar of California is a 
State Bar of California approved MCLE provider. This activity has been 
approved for 7.25 hours of MCLE credit.
QUESTIONS: 
For registration information call (415) 538-2508. Telephone registrations 
will not be accepted. For program content and/or Section information 
call (415) 538-2375.
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE: 
For special assistance, please call (415) 538-2375.
CYLA MEMBERS: (All CA members that have been in practice 5 years or 
less OR are 36 years old or younger.)
Now offering 25% off registration. Call (415) 538-2375 for more 
information.

REGISTRATION INFORMATIONPROGRAM SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

Registration, Networking, Continental Breakfast

8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Welcome & Opening Remarks

A Conversation with the European Patent Office
Four short panels with officials from the
European Patent Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow 
attendees the opportunity to ask questions of the 
panel.

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

The European Patent Office for U.S. Users
This panel, featuring EPO officials, will address Early Certainty from Search, the EPO as 
PCT Authority, Rule 164, and additional tools for U.S. applicants. 
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Challenging Aspects of European Patent practice  for U.S. Users
This EPO panel will cover added matter (Art. 123 (2) EPC), the Inventive Step and the 
Problem and Solution Approach.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Break  

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Unitary Patent System and Unified Patent Court
EPO officials will discuss recent developments with regard to the Unitary Patent System 
and Unified Patent Court.  
MCLE credits: .75
Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Practical Tips and Strategies for U.S. Users before the European Patent Office
EPO Officials will discuss practical tips and strategies for U.S. users, placing particular 
emphasis on optimizing patent practice before the EPO.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Luncheon and Keynote Speaker John Cabeca
John Cabeca,Director of the new Silicon Valley office of the USPTO 
will introduce his office and discuss its role with regard to USPTO patent 
prosecution.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: John Cabeca

R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v

Enrica Bruno, Chair
Steinfl & Bruno LLP
bruno@sbpatlaw.com 

Thomas A. Ward
ARRIS
tom.ward@arrisi.com 

Georgann Grunebach
Fox Group Legal
Georgann.Grunebach@fox.com

Kristina Robledo
The State Bar of California
Intellectual Property Section 
Coordinator
kristina.robledo@calbar.ca.gov

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A Conversation with United States Patent and Trademark Office
Three panels featuring the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow attendees the 
opportunity to ask questions of the panel.

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Collaborative Efforts with the EPO
This Panel will cover Trilateral and IP5 Cooperation and will include a discussion 
of Rule 14.  
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Global Prosecution and the USPTO
This USPTO panel will address Work Sharing Initiatives, the Global Dossier and the 
Common Citation Document (CCD). 
MCLE credits: .75

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Break  

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

USPTO Office Updates
This panel will address recent updates and changes from the USPTO.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

A Conversation with the EPO and the USPTO

5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Round-Table Discussion: The Future of Global Patent Prosecution
The day’s final panel will be a roundtable discussion between attendees and event 
speakers. Officials from the EPO and the USPTO will together engage and address 
questions from the floor.
MCLE credits: .50

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli, Heli Pihlajamaa and Mark Powell

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Networking Reception 

Reduced registration fees made possible thanks to the generosity of 
Santa Clara University.



DEADLINES: Pre-register by Tuesday, May 26, 2015

PRE-REGISTRATION BY MAIL
Your registration must be received no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015. 
Please send your completed registration form and check payable to 
The State Bar of California:

Program Registrations
180 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA  94105-1639

REGISTRATION BY FAX:
Fax to program registrations at (415)538-2368. Visa/MasterCard only. 
Credit card information is mandatory.

ON-SITE:  
On-site registration opens at 8:00 a.m. and will be on a space available 
basis. Call to confirm space availability.
CANCELLATIONS/REFUND POLICY: 
Cancellations and requests for refunds must be received in writing 
no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015 and are subject to a $25 service 
charge. Substitutes registrants are allowed, but must register in their 
own name
MCLE CREDIT
The Intellectual Property Law Section of The State Bar of California is a 
State Bar of California approved MCLE provider. This activity has been 
approved for 7.25 hours of MCLE credit.
QUESTIONS: 
For registration information call (415) 538-2508. Telephone registrations 
will not be accepted. For program content and/or Section information 
call (415) 538-2375.
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE: 
For special assistance, please call (415) 538-2375.
CYLA MEMBERS: (All CA members that have been in practice 5 years or 
less OR are 36 years old or younger.)
Now offering 25% off registration. Call (415) 538-2375 for more 
information.

REGISTRATION INFORMATIONPROGRAM SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

Registration, Networking, Continental Breakfast

8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Welcome & Opening Remarks

A Conversation with the European Patent Office
Four short panels with officials from the
European Patent Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow 
attendees the opportunity to ask questions of the 
panel.

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

The European Patent Office for U.S. Users
This panel, featuring EPO officials, will address Early Certainty from Search, the EPO as 
PCT Authority, Rule 164, and additional tools for U.S. applicants. 
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Challenging Aspects of European Patent practice  for U.S. Users
This EPO panel will cover added matter (Art. 123 (2) EPC), the Inventive Step and the 
Problem and Solution Approach.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Break  

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Unitary Patent System and Unified Patent Court
EPO officials will discuss recent developments with regard to the Unitary Patent System 
and Unified Patent Court.  
MCLE credits: .75
Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Practical Tips and Strategies for U.S. Users before the European Patent Office
EPO Officials will discuss practical tips and strategies for U.S. users, placing particular 
emphasis on optimizing patent practice before the EPO.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Luncheon and Keynote Speaker John Cabeca
John Cabeca,Director of the new Silicon Valley office of the USPTO 
will introduce his office and discuss its role with regard to USPTO patent 
prosecution.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: John Cabeca

R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v

Enrica Bruno, Chair
Steinfl & Bruno LLP
bruno@sbpatlaw.com 

Thomas A. Ward
ARRIS
tom.ward@arrisi.com 

Georgann Grunebach
Fox Group Legal
Georgann.Grunebach@fox.com

Kristina Robledo
The State Bar of California
Intellectual Property Section 
Coordinator
kristina.robledo@calbar.ca.gov

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A Conversation with United States Patent and Trademark Office
Three panels featuring the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow attendees the 
opportunity to ask questions of the panel.

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Collaborative Efforts with the EPO
This Panel will cover Trilateral and IP5 Cooperation and will include a discussion 
of Rule 14.  
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Global Prosecution and the USPTO
This USPTO panel will address Work Sharing Initiatives, the Global Dossier and the 
Common Citation Document (CCD). 
MCLE credits: .75

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Break  

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

USPTO Office Updates
This panel will address recent updates and changes from the USPTO.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

A Conversation with the EPO and the USPTO

5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Round-Table Discussion: The Future of Global Patent Prosecution
The day’s final panel will be a roundtable discussion between attendees and event 
speakers. Officials from the EPO and the USPTO will together engage and address 
questions from the floor.
MCLE credits: .50

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli, Heli Pihlajamaa and Mark Powell

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Networking Reception 

Reduced registration fees made possible thanks to the generosity of 
Santa Clara University.



DEADLINES: Pre-register by Tuesday, May 26, 2015

PRE-REGISTRATION BY MAIL
Your registration must be received no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015. 
Please send your completed registration form and check payable to 
The State Bar of California:

Program Registrations
180 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA  94105-1639

REGISTRATION BY FAX:
Fax to program registrations at (415)538-2368. Visa/MasterCard only. 
Credit card information is mandatory.

ON-SITE:  
On-site registration opens at 8:00 a.m. and will be on a space available 
basis. Call to confirm space availability.
CANCELLATIONS/REFUND POLICY: 
Cancellations and requests for refunds must be received in writing 
no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2015 and are subject to a $25 service 
charge. Substitutes registrants are allowed, but must register in their 
own name
MCLE CREDIT
The Intellectual Property Law Section of The State Bar of California is a 
State Bar of California approved MCLE provider. This activity has been 
approved for 7.25 hours of MCLE credit.
QUESTIONS: 
For registration information call (415) 538-2508. Telephone registrations 
will not be accepted. For program content and/or Section information 
call (415) 538-2375.
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE: 
For special assistance, please call (415) 538-2375.
CYLA MEMBERS: (All CA members that have been in practice 5 years or 
less OR are 36 years old or younger.)
Now offering 25% off registration. Call (415) 538-2375 for more 
information.

REGISTRATION INFORMATIONPROGRAM SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

Registration, Networking, Continental Breakfast

8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Welcome & Opening Remarks

A Conversation with the European Patent Office
Four short panels with officials from the
European Patent Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow 
attendees the opportunity to ask questions of the 
panel.

9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

The European Patent Office for U.S. Users
This panel, featuring EPO officials, will address Early Certainty from Search, the EPO as 
PCT Authority, Rule 164, and additional tools for U.S. applicants. 
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Challenging Aspects of European Patent practice  for U.S. Users
This EPO panel will cover added matter (Art. 123 (2) EPC), the Inventive Step and the 
Problem and Solution Approach.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Break  

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Unitary Patent System and Unified Patent Court
EPO officials will discuss recent developments with regard to the Unitary Patent System 
and Unified Patent Court.  
MCLE credits: .75
Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Practical Tips and Strategies for U.S. Users before the European Patent Office
EPO Officials will discuss practical tips and strategies for U.S. users, placing particular 
emphasis on optimizing patent practice before the EPO.  
MCLE credits: .75

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli and Heli Pihlajamaa

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Luncheon and Keynote Speaker John Cabeca
John Cabeca,Director of the new Silicon Valley office of the USPTO 
will introduce his office and discuss its role with regard to USPTO patent 
prosecution.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: John Cabeca

R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e  h t t p : / / i p s e c t i o n . c a l b a r . c a . g o v

Enrica Bruno, Chair
Steinfl & Bruno LLP
bruno@sbpatlaw.com 

Thomas A. Ward
ARRIS
tom.ward@arrisi.com 

Georgann Grunebach
Fox Group Legal
Georgann.Grunebach@fox.com

Kristina Robledo
The State Bar of California
Intellectual Property Section 
Coordinator
kristina.robledo@calbar.ca.gov

PLANNING COMMITTEE

A Conversation with United States Patent and Trademark Office
Three panels featuring the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
An interactive Q&A will follow each panel to allow attendees the 
opportunity to ask questions of the panel.

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Collaborative Efforts with the EPO
This Panel will cover Trilateral and IP5 Cooperation and will include a discussion 
of Rule 14.  
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Global Prosecution and the USPTO
This USPTO panel will address Work Sharing Initiatives, the Global Dossier and the 
Common Citation Document (CCD). 
MCLE credits: .75

Speaker: Mark Powell

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Break  

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

USPTO Office Updates
This panel will address recent updates and changes from the USPTO.
MCLE credits: 1.00

Speaker: Mark Powell

A Conversation with the EPO and the USPTO

5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Round-Table Discussion: The Future of Global Patent Prosecution
The day’s final panel will be a roundtable discussion between attendees and event 
speakers. Officials from the EPO and the USPTO will together engage and address 
questions from the floor.
MCLE credits: .50

Speakers: Alfred Spigarelli, Heli Pihlajamaa and Mark Powell

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Networking Reception 

Reduced registration fees made possible thanks to the generosity of 
Santa Clara University.



TU
ES

D
A

Y,
 J

UN
E 

2,
 2

01
5

C
o

nv
e

rs
a

tio
n 

w
ith

 t
he

 
EP

O
 a

nd
 t

he
 U

SP
TO

TH
E 

ST
A

TE
 B

A
R 

O
F 

C
A

LI
FO

RN
IA

 IN
TE

LL
EC

TU
A

L 
PR

O
PE

RT
Y 

LA
W

 S
EC

TIO
N

 
PR

ES
EN

TS

Fi
rs

t C
la

ss
 P

RS
RT

U.
S.

 P
O

ST
A

G
E

PA
ID

D
oc

um
at

io
n

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2015
Santa Clara University
Mission Room – Benson Center
500 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, CA 95053

Sa
nt

a
 C

la
ra

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
M

is
si

o
n 

Ro
o

m
 –

 B
e

ns
o

n 
C

e
nt

e
r

50
0 

El
 C

a
m

in
o

 R
e

a
l

Sa
nt

a
 C

la
ra

, C
A

 9
50

53

Conversation 
with the EPO 

and the USPTO

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION 
PRESENTS

Earn 7.25 

Hours MCLE Credit

Conversation with the EPO and the USPTO
Tuesday, June 2, 2015  •  Santa Clara, CA

Bar Number: ________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Firm: ________________________________________________________________________

Firm Address: ________________________________________________________________

City, State:_____________________________________________ Zip Code: ___________

Phone Number: _________________________ Fax Number: _______________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

   Check here if you do not want your information released.
Program package includes 7.25 hours of MCLE credit and program materials, continental 
breakfast, lunch, and final reception.

PRE-REGISTRATION FEES (check the appropriate circle)
o $230  Members of the State Bar of California Intellectual Property Law 

Section

o $325  Non-members of the State Bar of California Intellectual Property 
Law Section (2015 Section membership included)

o $80  Students 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED OR TO BE CHARGED                 $____________

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION (VISA/MasterCard Only)
I authorize the State Bar of California to charge my program registration to my 
VISA/MasterCard account. (No other credit card will be accepted.)

Account Number: ___________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature: ______________________________________________________

Deadline:  In order to pre-register, your form and check, payable to 
The State Bar of California, or credit card information, must 
be received by Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

Register Online: http://ipsection.calbar.ca.gov

Mail To:  Program Registrations, The State Bar of California, 
180 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105. 

Fax To:   Program Registration at 415-538-2368. In order to fax your 
registration, credit card information is MANDATORY. 
(Photocopies of checks will NOT be accepted.)

(Required for email confirmation)

(Visa or MasterCard only)

The State Bar of California and the IP Section are approved State Bar of California MCLE providers.

Note: One registrant per form. Photocopies may be used.

REGISTRATION FORM
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CREDIT CARD INFORMATION (VISA/MasterCard Only)
I authorize the State Bar of California to charge my program registration to my 
VISA/MasterCard account. (No other credit card will be accepted.)

Account Number: ___________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: _____________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature: ______________________________________________________

Deadline:  In order to pre-register, your form and check, payable to 
The State Bar of California, or credit card information, must 
be received by Tuesday, May 26, 2015.

Register Online: http://ipsection.calbar.ca.gov

Mail To:  Program Registrations, The State Bar of California, 
180 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105. 

Fax To:   Program Registration at 415-538-2368. In order to fax your 
registration, credit card information is MANDATORY. 
(Photocopies of checks will NOT be accepted.)

(Required for email confirmation)

(Visa or MasterCard only)

The State Bar of California and the IP Section are approved State Bar of California MCLE providers.

Note: One registrant per form. Photocopies may be used.

REGISTRATION FORM
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#CAIPSECTION

#
C
A
IP
S
E
C
T
IO

N


